
Ralph Melvin Quinn, Jr. 
 

10/26/1934 – 12/24/21 
 
Ralph Quinn passed away on December 24, 2021.  He was the beloved husband of 
Margaret M. Quinn (nee Meise), devoted father of Karen Q. Sersen and her 
husband Jerry, Raymond Quinn and his wife Patricia, Warren Quinn and his wife 
Lizanne, Anita Q. Ashley and her late husband Ralph, and Laurie Q. Lewis and her 
husband Greg, dear brother of Patricia Pritchett and Gary Quinn, loving 
grandfather of ten and great-grandfather of eight. 
 
Ralph was born with a birth defect, an orofacial cleft (lip and palate), that the 
medical profession in Reading, PA, was not equipped to deal with very well in 
1934.  The doctors told his mother that she would not be able to feed him, so she 
should take him home from the hospital and prepare for her baby boy to die . . . or 
at best, if he did live, that he certainly would not speak.  He certainly fooled them.  
Not only did he speak – to the point that many people may not have realized what 
he had overcome – he was an excellent singer with a beautiful, natural tenor voice. 
 
As a young boy, Ralph spent his summers on his grandfather’s farm in Oley 
Valley, PA, where he learned the value of hard work and first discovered his life’s 
vocation.  His grandfather had ten acres of the farm professionally landscaped and 
maintained, which inspired Ralph to pursue “farming without animals.”  In 1941, 
his family moved to the Hamilton/Fullerton area so that his father could pursue his 
career as a WBAL radio and television personality. 
 
After graduating from Kenwood High School and marrying his sweetheart Marge 
Meise, Ralph received a BS in Horticulture, Department of Agriculture, from the 
University of Maryland in 1956.  During college and the summers, with two 
children born before he graduated, he did whatever it took to provide for his 
family, working for Stock Brothers, one of Maryland’s finest nurseries at the time, 
for the University in the greenhouses, at the Varsity Grill, and for the US Postal 
Service.  Upon graduation, he worked for Pielke Landscaping in Baltimore 
County.  In 1961, he founded RaMarq Landscaping, and also served as Assistant 
City Forester and Acting City Forester for Baltimore City from 1968 to 1972.   He 
moved to Kingsville in 1977 and founded Quinn’s Kingsville Nurseries, a full-
service landscape design and construction firm that featured a small growing 
operation.  His designs won several First Place and Best in Show awards from the 
Maryland Flower Show and was recognized as one of Maryland’s leading 
landscape designers, with a “who’s who” of customers in the Baltimore area, 



including the US Air Force, Army Corps of Engineers, National Guard, Morgan 
State University, Baltimore County Courthouse, Maryland Zoo, Hess Oil, 
Campbell Corporation, National Wire Products, Orioles players, and many 
prominent local business owners.  His work featured the creative integration of 
plants and construction elements, including patios, walls, ponds, and decks using a 
wide variety of “hardscape” materials. 
 
Ralph was a charter member of the Rosedale Lions Club (1961 – 1991), with 30 
years of perfect attendance, holding all offices at the local and district levels.  He 
was a tenor soloist in the choirs of Kenwood Presbyterian Church, Mount Vernon 
Place Methodist Church, Second Presbyterian Church, and Salem United 
Methodist Church.  He performed with the Alamedian Light Opera Company, the 
B&O Glee Club, the Baltimore Symphony Chorus, and as a featured tenor soloist 
with the Baltimore Municipal Concert Band in the 1970s.  He served on the 
Maryland Nursery Association (MNA, now the Maryland Nursery, Landscape, and 
Greenhouse Association) Board of Directors twice, once during the 1960’s, then 
again in the 1990’s, serving as Treasurer, Secretary, and President.  He served as 
Chairman of the MNA Certified Professional Horticulturist program and as 
President of the Mid-Atlantic Nursery Trade Show (MANTS).  He received the 
prestigious MNA 1997 Professional Achievement Award for lifetime achievement 
in service to the green industry and the community.  As a member of Salem United 
Methodist Church in Upper Falls, Ralph led the design and fundraising activities 
for the renovation of the Fellowship Hall/addition, including the new kitchen, rest 
rooms, and educational classrooms.  He led his life as a man of integrity, setting a 
standard we all should follow, passing with his reputation fully intact.   
 
In 2012, Ralph retired, and he and Marge moved to Glen Meadows Retirement 
Community, where he quickly accepted the position of Chair of the Garden 
Committee (of course), designing and supervising the installation of new gardens 
and annual plantings of bulbs and annuals, and assuring that the work of outside 
contractors met his high standards.  He continued to sing for as long as he could, 
both at church and at Glen Meadows, and maintained his sense of humor until the 
very end.  In fact, just two weeks before he passed, while the EMTs were loading 
him in the gurney to take him to the hospital, Marge heard him shout from the 
other room, “Help, help, I’m being kidnapped!”  That may be what we miss the 
most.   


