
   Salem United Methodist Church 
January 11, 2026 

WELCOME   

PRELUDE    

CALL TO WORSHIP (quotes Psalm 29) 
“The voice of the Lord is over the waters; the God of glory thunders, the 
Lord, over mighty waters. The voice of the Lord is powerful; the voice of 
the Lord is full of majesty. May the Lord give strength to his people! May 
the Lord bless his people with peace!” We offer our worship to Almighty 
God with thanksgiving. 

OPENING PRAYER (in unison): Living God, when the Spirit 
descended on Jesus at his baptism in Jordan’s water you 
revealed him as your own beloved Son. You anointed him with 
the Holy Spirit. Grant that all who are baptized into his name 
may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess 
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior now and for ever. Amen. 

*OPENING MUSIC “Fairest Lord Jesus” #189 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison): Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us, not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

SCRIPTURE LESSON Matthew 3:13-17 (CEB) 
Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
People: Thanks be to God. Amen. 

MESSAGE “God First” 

INVITATION TO COMMITMENT 

UNISON RESPONSE: We give thanks for all that God has already 
given us. As followers of Jesus Christ and members of the body 
of Christ, we affirm our commitment to put God first. We will 
faithfully participate in the ministries of the universal Church, 
and in this church family by our prayers, our presence, our 
gifts, our service, and our witness. Our aim in everything is that 
God is glorified through Jesus Christ. 

CONSECRATION OF UNIFIED LEADERSHIP BOARD 

*DOXOLOGY #95 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all 
creatures here below; praise him above, ye heavenly hosts; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison): Eternal God, we give you 
thanks for your goodness and grace poured over us. We are 
grateful for the gift of our Savior, and for the opportunity to 
follow Christ. In response to your love, we dedicate ourselves to 
honor and serve you. We offer our gifts and our lives to be used 
for your glory. May we be instruments of your light and love in 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 

*CLOSING MUSIC “O Jesus, I Have Promised” #396 

*BENEDICTION  

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE Irish Blessing 
 May the road rise to meet you. May the wind always be at your 

back. May the sun shine warm on your face. The rain fall soft on 
your fields. And until we meet again, may God hold you in the 
palm of His hand. 

*POSTLUDE 

SHARING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST IN THE WORLD 

Our Opening Prayer is taken from The United Methodist Book of Worship and used 
with permission by The United Methodist Publishing House. 

Live stream notice: We are blessed to be able to live stream and record our 10:45 
a.m. worship service. Anyone in the sanctuary during that time may appear on camera 
as part of the service and consents to filming. Our camera is directed at the front of 
the sanctuary. If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Stacey. 



Welcome to Salem United Methodist Church! Thank you for joining us today in 
worship. 

Our Worship Leaders Today: 
Mark Carter, Liturgist Rick Dusek, Tech Team Producer 
Katy Stevens, Director of Music Bryan Niles, Tech Team Director 
Rev. Dr. Stacey Nickerson, Pastor (pastor@salemunited.org) 

Junior Church begins after the Children’s Message. 

This Week (see our website for details: salemunited.org) 
Monday, 1/12 9:00 a.m. Aerobics Winter Session begins (Hall) 
Monday, 1/12 7:00 p.m. Pastor’s Bible Study on Ruth; Zoom only - 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86945193408  
Monday, 1/12 7:30 p.m. – Alcoholics Anonymous (Parlor) 
Tuesday, 1/13 9:30 a.m. – Sewing Samaritans (Sewing Room) 
Wednesday, 1/14 10:00 a.m. – Morning Bible Study (Office) 
Wednesday, 1/14 7:00 p.m. – Unified Leadership Board (Salem Room) 

Upcoming 
Sunday, 1/28 – Prepaid Soup Order pickup for 15 minutes after each service 
(kitchen) 
Sunday, 1/18 12:00 p.m. – UMCOR kit assembly (Hall; all are invited to 
participate in this intergenerational event) 
Tuesday, 1/20 3:00-10:00 p.m. – Salem UMC Day at Bacco’s Italian 
Restaurant (3459 Merchant Blvd, Abingdon; ½ price appetizers from 3:00-6:00 
p.m. - no flyer needed) 

Star Sunday Mission Opportunity:  We invite you to donate new winter hats, 
gloves, and socks for those in need in our community; all sizes are welcome.  

Pastor’s Bible Study: Join us Mondays beginning January 12 for a five-week 
Bible Study on the Book of Ruth. The only book needed is your Bible. We will 
meet at 7pm on Zoom. Please contact Pastor Stacey if you are interested.  

Soup Sale: This month’s soup is Potato Cheddar and will be available for $12 
per quart. Please note this soup does not freeze well.  Prepaid orders are due 
January 12, with pickup being January 18 for 15 minutes after each service. 
Forms can be found in the narthex or at salemunited.org. 
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