
   
 Lent 

2026 

We are called to be active in God’s blessing of the world! 

Salem United Methodist Church 

Join us >>> 

Sunday Services 

8:00 a.m. in the Chapel 

10:45 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
- 10:45 a.m. service is 

livestreamed at 
salemunited.org/livestream 

Vespers 
- Resuming April 8 at 6:30pm 

 

7901 Bradshaw Road 
PO Box 192 
Upper Falls, MD 21156 
(410) 592-2543 
salemunitedupperfalls@gmail.com 

Find us on the web at salemunited.org 
and follow us on Facebook & 
Instagram @salemunitedupperfalls 



  

 Current Real Estate Market 

 

 
 
  

Pastor’s Message >>> 
We are preparing for a meaningful observance of the Season of Lent.  Our sermon series is called “Songs 
of the Cross” and is based on the book Why Did Jesus Have to Die? The Meaning of the Crucifixion by 
Pastor Adam Hamilton. You are welcome to join our study on Monday evenings, or you can read the book 
along with us. The scriptures for each worship service are listed for your prayerful reading and meditation. 
A key phrase from the main hymn text is included as well. 

Ash Wednesday – February 18 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary in person and online 
 Scripture: Matthew 4:1-11 (NRSV) “Cherish the Old Rugged Cross” 
 Key Phrase: “To the old rugged cross I will ever be true” 
 Opportunity to receive ashes and sharing of the Sacrament of Holy Communion 

 

February 22 – “Keep Us Near the Cross” 
 Scripture: Mark 8:31-37 (NRSV) 
 Key Phrase: “Near the cross I’ll watch and wait, hoping, trusting ever…” 

March 1 – “Lift High the Cross”- Worship with Holy Communion 
 Scripture: John 1:1-5, 14 (NRSV) 
 Key Phrase: “Follow this triumphant sign…” 

March 8 – “O Love Divine”  
 Scripture: Hebrews 10:10-18 (NRSV) 
 Key Phrase: “The immortal god has died for me…” 

March 15 – “Lamb of God”   
 Scripture: Exodus 12:21-28 (NRSV) 
 Key Phrase: “Have mercy on us.” 

March 22 – “Were You There” 
 Scripture: Matthew 16:24-26 (NRSV) 
 Key phrase: “Sometimes it causes me to tremble…” 

March 29 – “Wondrous Love” – Palm/Passion Sunday 
 Opening Scripture: Matthew 21:1-11 (NRSV); Scripture Lesson: 1 John 4:7-12 (NRSV) 
 Key Phrase: “To God and to the Lamb I will sing…” 

April 2 – Holy Thursday Worship with our Hub at Bel Air UMC, 21 Linwood Avenue, Bel Air 21014. 
Livestream will be available through BAUMC. Watch the bulletin/our website for details. 
 
April 5 – “Risen Today” – Easter: Celebration of our Lord’s Resurrection 

 Sunrise Service at the cemetery at 6:30 a.m.; Breakfast in hall between services 
 Worship services at 8:00am (chapel), 10:45am (sanctuary); Service of Holy Communion 
 Scripture: John 20:1-18 (NRSV) 
 Key Phrase: “Soar we now where Christ has led…” 

Lenten Offering: Our special offering this year will benefit Manna House (mannahouseinc.org) and our 
general fund. We have supported Manna House for many years. Here is their mission statement: “Manna 
House provides the homeless and poor of Baltimore City with the assistance and support to move towards 
independence and stability. We help transform people’s lives by feeding them first.” One half of our Lenten 
Offering goes to Manna House and one half to Salem’s general fund to help meet our ongoing operating 
expenses. Envelopes are available at church or you may give online at salemunited.org/donate. 

Make a commitment to join together on our Lenten journey to the cross with Jesus our Savior.  
Grace and peace, Stacey 



Mother’s Day Flowers >>> 
Mark your calendars! We will once again be offering red geraniums for Mother’s Day! They will be $5 each, 
and orders will be due May 3rd. Watch for order forms in April! 



  

 

Salem’s 2026 Budget >>> 
From The Unified Leadership Board – As we begin a new year and as we embark together as Salem’s new 
Unified Leadership Board, we are grateful for the spirit of transparency, faithfulness, and shared 
responsibility that continues to guide our church. This month, we share the adopted 2026 budget, a 
thoughtful plan shaped by prayer, stewardship, and our collective mission. We do so with thanksgiving, as 
we also celebrate closing 2025 slightly in the black – a quiet but meaningful reminder that careful generosity 
and faithful commitment truly matter. We invite you to review the budget, reflect on where God is leading 
us, and join us in hopeful anticipation for the year ahead. The budget can be found at the end of the 
newsletter. If you have any questions, please contact Mark Carter. 

Fundraising >>> 
From Lauren Simpson: 
We’re looking for some fresh 
ideas for fundraising. Please 
give some thought to some 
possible fundraising ideas 
which you think our church 
and community would enjoy 
and support. Fundraisers do 
not need to necessarily 
involve the kitchen. All ideas 
are welcome. Reach out to 
me with any ideas! Thank 
you.  



 

From Helen Kott: Thank you for the delightful Christmas surprise bag. It 
was nice to be remembered. I especially like the lantern that lights up! 
Blessings! 
 

Please continue saving aluminum can tabs (soda, soup, pet food, etc.) 
for the Ronald McDonald House. These tabs provide money to supply 
their shuttle buses that run between the House and Johns Hopkins with 
gas. We have collected a pound so far. 

We have a new fundraiser! Beginning February 1, Wockenfuss Candy orders can be made, which will 
include items for Easter! Order forms can be found in the narthex and on the Salem website 
(salemunited.org under announcements). Orders must be prepaid and are due February 25th (place in the 
offering plate or drop off in the office). Candy will be picked up on Sunday, March 29 after each service in 
the hall. Please share this with your friends and family. The return is a generous 35% of sales, but we do 
need a minimum total order of $500 to qualify. Proceeds will support UWFaith missions. 
 

What missions does UWFaith support? An example is the Susanna Wesley House in Baltimore. This is a 
home with 9 apartments and a playground which provides supportive housing and other services needed 
to transition to independent living. If you would like to know more about the Susanna Wesley House, please 
visit https://susanna.oidev.org 
 

Sewing Samaritan dates can be found on the calendar at the end of the newsletter. In case of inclement 
weather, if Baltimore County Public Schools delays or closes, we will not meet. 

Thank you >>> 
From Diana & Steve Pajtis: Thank you to my Salem Church family for the prayers and concern you showed 
during my son Collin’s recent accident. I know God was looking out for him as it could have been much 
worse. We are grateful for the people in our lives who are so supportive even from afar. God’s blessings to 
all of you. 
 
From Keesha Mack, Community School Specialist at Magnolia Elementary: Thank you for your partnership 
and support throughout the year. Your generosity and commitment make a meaningful difference for our 
students, families, and school community. We are truly grateful for all that you do. 
 
From Lovely Lane UMC to the Youth: On behalf of the congregation and staff at Lovely Lane United 
Methodist Church, we would like to extend our heartfelt thanks for your generous donation of $200 
received on April 27, 2025. Your support makes a meaningful difference in furthering our mission to spread 
love, compassion, and faith in our community. We are deeply grateful for your commitment to our church 
and its ministries. Your contribution enables us to continue providing valuable services and outreach. 
 
From Everstand (formerly Board of Child Care): Thank you for your 2025 gift of $500 in support of the 
people and programs at Everstand. Our donors are the heart of everything we do, and your generosity and 
compassion are transforming lives and strengthening communities. Thank you for choosing to support 
Everstand’s most pressing need. Your trust in our ability to direct your gift where it can make the greatest 
impact is an extraordinary expression of hope and kindness. Your generosity is both a testament to the 
power of kindness and a spark of hope that will continue to illuminate the paths of those we serve. 

Financial Secretary’s Note >>> 
From Karen Sersen: Your 2025 Annual Giving Statements were emailed on Saturday, January 17 th at 9:00 
a.m. Please check your spam and/or junk email folders if you do not see it. First quarter 2026 statements 
will go out near the end of the second week of April. If you would like to receive personalized giving 
envelopes or need assistance with on-line giving, please contact me. 



  
 

  

Members Corner >>> 

Rocky Ails – Lake Wylie Assisted Living, 4877 Charlotte Hwy, 
Apartment 334, Lake Wylie, SC 29710 

Betty Knight – 8830 Walther Blvd, Garden Terrace #308, 
Baltimore, MD 21234 

Myrna Martin – 8100 Rossville Blvd, Baltimore, MD 21236 

Alice Stewart c/o Paul Stewart – 217 Garnett Rd, Joppa, MD 
21085 

Betty Zengel – 8100 Rossville Blvd., Brightview Room 308, 
Baltimore, MD 21236 

Contact Us! 
OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday & Wednesday 
10:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

All other hours by 
appointment only 

PASTOR: 
Rev. Dr. Stacey Nickerson 
pastor@salemunited.org 

Cell: (410) 627-1944 
 

COMMUNICATIONS & 
SOCIAL MEDIA 

MANAGER: 
Tara Kully 

salemunitedupperfalls@ 
gmail.com 

 
DIRECTOR OF 

MUSIC: 
Katy Stevens 

katysmusicstudio@ 
gmail.com 

Please remember our members who are unable to join us with a phone 
call or card. 

Please continue to hold Joey Nuetzel in prayer and send cards: 5730 
Allender Road, White Marsh, MD 21162 

From Judy Jones: Our youth have been busy since Christmas. On 
January 16 they, along with other members of our church family, put 
together 200 hygiene kits for UMCOR. Thanks to all who participated 
in this mission project. On Sunday, February 8, the youth will be 
celebrating “Souper Bowl Sunday” by collecting canned pasta, boxed 
macaroni & cheese, cereal, and hygiene products which will be 
delivered to the 755 Alliance in Edgewood. Monetary donations are 
welcome, too. (You may donate online at salemunited.org – please use 
the Souper Bowl designation.) The donations will be stocking the free 
outdoor pantries in that community. On Monday, February 16, the 
youth will once again visit the Wash ‘n Fold laundromat to pay for 
clients’ laundry – one of their favorite mission projects. Applause for 
our youth and thank you to all of you who support them and keep them 
in your prayers. 

Youth News >>> 



February 2026 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Holy Communion 
8&10:45am Services 
9:30am Sunday 
School 

 

9am Aerobics (Hall) 

 

7pm Pastor’s Bible 
Study (Zoom) 

7:30pm Alcoholics 
Anonymous (Parlor) 

9:30am Sewing 
Samaritans (Sewing 
Room) 

9am Aerobics (Hall) 
10am Bible Study 
(Salem House) 
 

 9am Aerobics (Hall) 
 

 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
Souper Bowl of 
Caring 
8&10:45am Services 
9:30am Sunday 
School 
9:45am Choir 
 

9am Aerobics (Hall) 
 

7pm Pastor’s Bible 
Study (Zoom) 
7:30pm Alcoholics 
Anonymous (Parlor) 
 

9:30am Sewing 
Samaritans (Sewing 
Room) 

9am Aerobics (Hall) 
10am Bible Study 
(Salem House) 
 
7pm Unified 
Leadership Board 
(Salem Room) 
 
 

 9am Aerobics (Hall) 
 
 

 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
8&10:45am Services 
9:30am Sunday 
School 
 
 
 

No Aerobics 
Prepaid Soup 
Orders Due 
 
Youth mission – 
Wash ‘n Fold in 
Edgewood 
7:30pm Alcoholics 
Anonymous (Parlor) 
 

9:30am Sewing 
Samaritans (Sewing 
Room) 

9am Aerobics (Hall) 
10am Bible Study 
(Salem House) 
1pm Book Club (call 
office for details) 
 
7pm Ash Wednesday 
Worship with Holy 
Communion (in-
person & online) 

 9am Aerobics (Hall) 
11:30am Women 
Moving On luncheon 
(call office for details) 
 

 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
Soup Order Pickup 
8&10:45 am 
Services 
9:30am Sunday 
School 
9:45am Choir 
 
 

9am Aerobics (Hall) 
 

7pm Pastor’s Lenten 
Bible Study (Zoom) 
 
7:30pm Alcoholics 
Anonymous (Parlor) 
 

9:30am Sewing 
Samaritans (Sewing 
Room) 

Prepaid candy 
orders (UWFaith 
sale) due 
 
9am Aerobics (Hall) 
10am Bible Study 
(Salem House) 
 

 9am Aerobics (Hall) 
 

 

       

    8:00am & 10:45 am services are in-person. 10:45 am live stream 
service: salemunited.org/livestream  

Pastor’s Bible Study Zoom link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86945193408 



March 2026 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Holy Communion 
8&10:45am Services 
9:30am Sunday 
School 
9:45am Choir 
 

No Aerobics 
 

7pm Pastor’s Lenten 
Bible Study (Zoom) 
7:30pm Alcoholics 
Anonymous (Parlor) 
 

9:30am Sewing 
Samaritans (Sewing 
Room) 

No Aerobics 
 
10am Bible Study 
(Salem House) 
 

 No Aerobics 8-10:15am Breakfast 
Bash (Hall) 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
8&10:45am Services 
9:30am Sunday 
School 
9:45am Choir 
 

No Aerobics 
 

7pm Pastor’s Lenten 
Bible Study (Zoom) 
7:30pm Alcoholics 
Anonymous (Parlor) 
 

9:30am Sewing 
Samaritans (Sewing 
Room) 

9am Aerobics (Hall) 
 
10am Bible Study 
(Salem House) 
 
 

 9am Aerobics (Hall) 
 

 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
8&10:45am Services 
9:30am Sunday 
School 
9:45am Choir 
 
 
 

9am Aerobics (Hall) 
 

7pm Pastor’s Lenten 
Bible Study (Zoom) 
7:30pm Alcoholics 
Anonymous (Parlor) 
 

9:30am Sewing 
Samaritans (Sewing 
Room) 
 
 

9am Aerobics (Hall) 
10am Bible Study 
(Salem House) 
 
 

 9am Aerobics (Hall) 
 

 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
8&10:45 am 
Services 
9:30am Sunday 
School 
9:45am Choir 
 

9am Aerobics (Hall) 
 

7pm Pastor’s Lenten 
Bible Study (Zoom) 
7:30pm Alcoholics 
Anonymous (Parlor) 
 

9:30am Sewing 
Samaritans (Sewing 
Room) 
 
 

9am Aerobics (Hall) 
10am Bible Study 
(Salem House) 
 
 
1pm Book Club (call 
office for details) 
 

 9am Aerobics (Hall) 
11:30am Women 
Moving On luncheon 
(call office for details) 
 

 

29 30 31     
Palm/Passion 
Sunday 
8&10:45 am 
Services 
9:30am Sunday 
School 
9:45am Choir 
UWFaith Candy 
Sale pickup (Hall) 

 

7pm Pastor’s Lenten 
Bible Study (Zoom) 
7:30pm Alcoholics 
Anonymous (Parlor) 
 
 
  

  

 

9:30am Sewing 
Samaritans (Sewing 
Room) 

 8:00am & 10:45 am services are in-person. 10:45 am live stream 
service: salemunited.org/livestream  
 

Pastor’s Bible Study Zoom link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86945193408 



April 2026 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 

8:00am & 10:45 am services are in-person. 10:45 am live stream 
service: salemunited.org/livestream  
 
 

 Holy Thursday 
 
7pm Worship with 
HUB at Bel Air UMC 
(in-person & online) 

Good Friday 
 
1pm Cross Walk 
(meet at Franklinville 
Presbyterian) 

 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
Easter 
Holy Communion 
6:30am Sunrise 
service (Cemetery) 
8&10:45am Services 
9:30am Sunday 
School 
9:45am Choir 
Continental breakfast 
through 10:15am 
(Hall) 
 

 
7:30pm Alcoholics 
Anonymous (Parlor) 
 

9:30am Sewing 
Samaritans (Sewing 
Room) 

10am Bible Study 
(Salem House) 
 
6:30pm Vespers 

   

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
8&10:45am Services 
9:30am Sunday 
School 
9:45am Choir 
 
 
 

 
7:30pm Alcoholics 
Anonymous (Parlor) 
 

9:30am Sewing 
Samaritans (Sewing 
Room) 
 
 

10am Bible Study 
(Salem House) 
 
1pm Book Club (call 
office for details) 
 
6:30pm Vespers 

 11:30am Women 
Moving On luncheon 
(call office for details) 
 

 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
8&10:45 am 
Services 
9:30am Sunday 
School 
9:45am Choir 
 
 

 
7:30pm Alcoholics 
Anonymous (Parlor) 
 

9:30am Sewing 
Samaritans (Sewing 
Room) 
 
 

10am Bible Study 
(Salem House) 
 
 
6:30pm Vespers 
 
 

   

26 27 28 29 30   
8&10:45 am 
Services 
9:30am Sunday 
School 
9:45am Choir 

 

 
7:30pm Alcoholics 
Anonymous (Parlor) 
 
 
  

  

 

 

9:30am Sewing 
Samaritans (Sewing 
Room) 

10am Bible Study 
(Salem House) 
 
 
 
6:30pm Vespers 

   



 



 


