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Salem United Methodist Church 
7901 Bradshaw Road 

Upper Falls, MD 21156  
Phone: (410) 592-2543 

 
SUNDAY WORSHIP  
8:00 AM in Chapel 

10:45AM in person and ZOOM  
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/7212

1826008 
By Phone: 1-301-715-8592 
Meeting ID #72121826008 

 
OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday 
9am – Noon 

Other hours by appointment 
 

PASTOR:  
Rev. Dr. Stacey Nickerson  

pastor@salemunited.org   
Cell: (410) 627-1944 

 

FAMILY MINISTRIES  
COORDINATOR:  

Judy Jones  
judyjones149@gmail.com 

 

ORGANIST/MUSIC  
DIRECTOR:  

Matthew Bunn 
MatthewBunnMusic@gmail.com 

 

COMMUNICATIONS & SOCIAL 
MEDIA MANAGER: 

Tara Kully 
salemunitedupperfalls@gmail.com  

 

CHURCH WEBSITE: 
www.salemunited.org 

 

FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM: 
@salemunitedupperfalls 

 

NEWSLETTER 



Pastor’s Message 
“There’s a season for everything and a time for every matter under the heavens.” Ecclesiastes 3:1, CEB 

As we experience the change of seasons from summer to autumn, we give our energy to re-engage in 
our life shared as Salem Church.  As students and teachers have begun a new school year, I encourage 
us to turn our attention to study and growing in our faith in new ways.   

In this newsletter, you will learn what we are offering our children for programming on Sundays.  We 
have moved our “Children’s Sunday School” time to about noon or after the conclusion of our 10:45 a.m. 
worship service.  We have moved our activities outside to provide a safer environment within our COVID 
guidelines.  We continue to offer opportunities for our children to stay connected with their Salem church 
family and to grow in faith.  I continue to mail children’s bulletins each week.  If you would like to be 
added to the mailing list (or taken off), please let me know.  Also, we include a Children’s Message at the 
10:45 worship service.  Some of our Children’s Messages will be recorded and posted on our YouTube 
channel (the link is on our website). 

In the fall of 2019, I was thrilled to begin Confirmation studies with a group of outstanding young people.  
We had made great progress when the pandemic put a pause in our study together.  It is time to regroup 
and create a plan to move forward.  I would like to include the youth who began Confirmation in 2019 as 
well as those who would like to begin Confirmation.  I am inviting our youth who are in the 6th grade and 
older to consider joining Confirmation.  I will meet with the interested youth and their parents on Sunday, 
October 24 at 9:30 a.m. in the fellowship hall.  The meeting will be available online (through Zoom – use 
the worship link) as well.  If you are interested and cannot participate in the meeting, please contact me.  
I am excited to restart our Confirmation studies! 

Please contact me if you are an adult interested in joining Salem or you would like to schedule a 
Baptism. I believe that we can resume these aspects of our worship life together in ways that are as safe 
as possible and only slightly modified. 

I am beginning a new Bible study session on Thursdays at 10:00 a.m. to be held in-person at the church. 
We will read and discuss a series of Biblically based books on a variety of topics with the focus on Jesus’ 
command to love our neighbors.  Jesus redefined the concept of neighbor to be inclusive of all persons.  
In today’s world, we would have to broaden the definition of our neighbor even further due to our global 
inter-connectedness.  How do we love our neighbors who are different than we are in many ways?  
Jesus’ command to love our neighbors includes those persons who do not look like we do, believe as we 
do, love as we do, and so on.  Our first book is Unclobber: Rethinking our Misuse of the Bible on 
Homosexuality by Pastor Colby Martin.  This book provides an in-depth study of scripture as well as the 
personal story of this pastor whose understanding of scripture is transformed, which leads to tremendous 
change in his ministry.  Judy and Tara are joining me in this study and discussion and we would like to 
invite you to join us.  My goal is to provide a place where we can have an open and respectful dialogue 
based on our Christian faith and our Wesleyan understanding of the sources of truth (scripture, reason, 
tradition, and experience).  I believe it is time for me to offer this study for us, particularly as the United 
Methodist Church moves forward with a plan for reconciliation through separation.  If you are interested 
but cannot attend at the scheduled time, I am willing to offer a second session of the same study at a 
different time.  Also, we would recommend this book for your individual study. 

Salem is an amazing church family and we have many opportunities to grow together as we strive to 
serve our Lord Jesus Christ and witness to God’s grace and love. 

 

In Christ’s love,  

Pastor Stacey 



Notes of Thanks 
From UMCOR: Thank you! The dear people you just helped 
with your gift to UMCOR may never meet you, but if they did, 
I am certain their response would be – Thank you! May we 
continue to reveal the love of God for men, women, and 
children of all ethnic, racial, cultural, and national 
backgrounds and to demonstrate the healing power of the 
gospel with those who suffer. Grace and peace, Roland 
Fernandes, General Secretary 

From Carole & Cliff Webner: Dear Salem Church Family, 
Just a note to say thank you for your generous gift card to Instacart.  We use their 
services to make getting our groceries a little easier. Your thoughtful gift will always be 
remembered. 

From Welcome One Emergency Shelter: Thank you for providing another dinner – we 
appreciate your involvement despite COVID!  

 Members Corner 
Please remember our members who are unable to join us, with a phone call or card. 

Kay Butler – 8810 Walther Blvd, #1318. Baltimore, MD 21234 
Verna Cooper – 9600 C Haven Farm Rd, Perry Hall, MD 21128 
Hank Danker – 506 Haverhill Road, Joppa, MD 21085 
Betty Knight – 8810 Walther Blvd, #1626, Baltimore, MD 21234 
Alice Stewart c/o Paul Stewart – 217 Garnett Rd, Joppa, MD 21085 
Betty Zengel – 1617 Searles Rd, Baltimore, MD 21222 

 

Finance News 
Please continue to collect your Redners tapes and get them (the entire tape) to me via 
the offering plate or by dropping them off at the Salem office.  This doesn’t raise money 
like a Ham & Oyster dinner can but we all still buy groceries even during a 
pandemic   Any questions please call or text me at 410-458-9063.  
 
Also, be on the lookout for your 3rd quarter giving statements at the end of this 
month/first of October! Please check your junk e-mails as well (even my own ends up 
there).  I will continue to print out statements and try to hand-deliver them to those who 
do not use e-mail.  In Memorial Gifts news, Anita Ashley has requested that all funds 
donated in Ralph’s memory go toward new carpeting of the church altar. Jerry is in the 
process of obtaining estimates at this time in hopes that her wishes would be met in the 
near future. 
 
Thank you for your faithfulness!  Karen Sersen, Financial Secretary 



Trustees Update 
The Salem House has been refreshed thanks to a lot of hours of cleaning, painting, 
installing new light fixtures, running to Home Depot, etc. by several of our Salem family. 
New doors were purchased and then painted and installed at the front entrance and at 
the food pantry entrance.  So, a lot has been accomplished at minimal expense thanks 
to the hard work of your Trustee Chair and his trusty crew! Please let Jerry Sersen know 
if you have any “home improvement” skills that you are willing to share when needed by 
calling him at 410-960-5777.  
 

Favorite Hymns Needed! 
Everyone has that favorite hymn that speaks to them, warms 
their heart, or just is a joy to sing.  We want to know what 
those hymns are!  Do you favor contemporary worship 
music?  Let us know that, too! Jot down your top three 
favorites for us on the survey at the end of the newsletter. 
Copies will also be available in the Chapel/Sanctuary.  We 
will have a box out at the October 3rd, 10th, and 17th worship 
services for you to drop them off at the church.  If you would 
rather send your responses electronically, email them to Tara 
at salemunitedupperfalls@gmail.com – we can’t wait to hear 
about your favorites! 

 

Social Media Spotlight – Community Calendar 
Here at Salem, we love to support our surrounding 
communities in any way we can.  For many 
organizations around us, getting word out to people 
about upcoming events can be a challenge.  To that 
end, Salem is working with local organizations to list 
their events on our website.  In addition, when we hear 
of events people in our congregation or community may 
be interested in, we add those to the calendar as well!  
Check out salemunited.org/communitycalendar and see 
what’s coming up in our area.  Have you heard of an 

event to add?  Do you know an organization that would like to list something?  Reach 
out to Tara at salemunitedupperfalls@gmail.com with details!  Make sure to share the 
calendar with friends and family – and on your social media accounts! 
 

Missions Corner 

As a congregation, we have been blessed to support a variety of missions throughout 
the course of the pandemic. One organization we have been able to support is the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR).  UMCOR works to provide relief to 



communities impacted by disasters, whether they are man-made or natural.  Their 
specific areas of impact are:  

 Disaster response and recovery 
 Migration 
 Hunger and poverty 
 Water and sanitation 
 Creation care 
 Women and children 
 Sustainable development 

UMCOR has supported work in multiple projects around the globe while being active in 
disaster relief work here in the U.S.  In August, when Hurricane Ida made landfall along 
the Gulf Coast, UMCOR began coordinating with conference disaster response 
coordinators to ensure they could support emergency relief efforts.  In fact, “UMCOR 
helps conference disaster response coordinators consider ways to motivate 
communities to prepare for disasters before they happen” as well (Preparing the way – 
UMCOR supports conferences in disaster readiness, https://umcmission.org/august-
2021/preparing-the-way-umcor-supports-conferences-in-disaster-readiness/, August 10, 
2021). As a congregation, we have given $4,000 to UMCOR to date in 2021. Want to 
know more about how UMCOR is supporting relief efforts in our nation and around the 
world? Visit their website at https://umcmission.org/umcor/ for more details. 

 
 
 
The United Methodist Women continue to 
work on various mission projects. If you are 
interested in any of these, please contact the 
person listed below.  If there is not a person 
listed, please contact Amy Krebs or Sue 
Yurek. 
 
 

1. The blessing of the baby beanies, prayer shawls, and lap quilts has been set for 
October 24th.  If you need to get any items you have already made to church, please 
contact Amy Krebs (410-456-8471) for a pickup or bring them to church on Sunday, 
October 17th.  
2. GIFT GIVING season will be here soon!  Rada remains a fundraiser for the UMW 
Missions Fund and makes a great gift! The following can be ordered and will ship 
directly to your home: knives and kitchen utensils (singles or gift sets), flexible cutting 
boards, hand towels, marinades, cheeseballs, party dips, no-bake cheesecakes, 
soups/sauces, cookbooks, and gift books. Go to radafundraising.com and type in Salem 
Church, Upper Falls.  Then click search and click on Salem Church.  You can then look 
through the catalog and order items. If you have questions or need assistance in 
ordering, please contact Sally Wagner (2salemshares@gmail.com or 410-790-9250) or 
Amy Krebs (ajdkrebs@gmail.com or 410-456-8471). A link is also available on the 
UMW page of the Salem website (salemunited.org).  



3. We are still collecting aluminum tabs from cans for donation to the Ronald McDonald 
House. 
4. During Helping Sunday on September 26th, the congregation were able to assemble 
approximately 200 health/hygiene kits. Thank you to all who participated! 
5. Please see SEW POWERFUL website for projects that can be done at home--sewing 
purses, writing the notecards (format and wording is provided). If anyone wants to make 
purses the pattern is provided, and YouTube videos are available for instructions. 
Please let me know and we can send purses as a group (Amy Krebs 410-456-8471). 
Once we can gather in the Fellowship Hall, if any are interested in sewing or writing 
notecards as a group, please let Amy Krebs know. 

Church Conference 
With autumn comes Church Conference! All Salem members are welcome to attend our 
Church Conference on Saturday, November 6 at 11:00 am. It will be held online with a 
cluster of other United Methodist Churches. If you wish to join us in person at Salem, we 
will gather in our sanctuary to participate online together. If you prefer to join from home, 
please email Tara at salemunitedupperfall s@gmail.com and the link will be sent to you 
when it is available. 

 

 

Used Clothing Fundraiser 
Have you noticed the shed at the far end of the 
parking lot near the dance studio?  Wondering what it 
is?  It’s an ongoing fundraiser for Salem – a used 
clothing drop-off shed, where we are partnered with 
Turnkey Enterprises, LLC.  It is available for anyone to 
drop off donations at any time – not only for Salem 
members, but for our surrounding community as well.  
Wondering what is an acceptable donation for the 
shed? Check out the graphic for more details!  

Want to share the information with someone?  A flyer 
is at the end of this month’s newsletter and is 
available on our website. A sign is also mounted on 
the shed itself with guidelines. 

 

 

New Office Hours 
We are happy to announce we have new office hours! The office will be staffed Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday from 9:00 am to 12:00pm. Other hours are available by 
appointment. 



 

Children’s Bible Sunday 
On September 19th, we were blessed with wonderful 
weather for our outdoor celebration to award new 
bibles to many of our 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade students 
who were unable to receive theirs due to the 
pandemic. We were joined by a number of other 
students and families to celebrate this important 
moment in our young people’s lives, and everyone 
enjoyed a short bible scavenger hunt! Thank you to all 
who came out to support our students! 

 

Looking for a way to give service to Salem in Worship?  Anyone 
wishing to participate as liturgist in our Sunday 10:45 am worship 
service is asked to contact Lauren Simpson for more details and to set 
a date!  

During this time of hybrid worship, we want to extend a special 
invitation to those worshipping on Zoom to participate as a liturgist.  
Our tech team can highlight your Zoom window for speaking!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Upcoming Children’s Events 
We’ve had a great deal of fun with our outdoor children’s events in September. In 
October, we’re continuing the fun with three more events. All events will start after the 
10:45 am service (approximately noon). 

 Sunday, October 3rd, after 10:45 service: Children’s World Communion Sunday – 
This will be a special time for our children to learn about Holy Communion and 
participate. 

 Sunday, October 10th: Stories & S’mores – we will gather for stories, crafts, and a 
special snack. 

 Sunday, October 31st: Come in costume for Halloween fun! We’ll have a special 
clue trail set up for treats and will have craft fun as well. 

Looking forward, we have a few more events planned going into November before the 
weather turns colder. We can’t wait to share more details with you soon! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



October 2021 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2 
**Aerobics class is held 
M/W/F at 9 am via 
Zoom.  

      

3 4 5 6 7  9 
8 & 10:45am Services 
9:30am Adult Sunday 
School 
12:00pm – Children’s World 
Communion Sunday 

  10am – Bible Study w/ Judy 
6-7pm – Blessing of the 
Animals 
 

10am Bible Study w/ 
Pastor Stacey 
7pm Choir Rehearsal 

  

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
8 & 10:45am Services 
9:30am Adult Sunday 
School 
12:00pm – Children’s 
Stories & S’mores 

NO AEROBICS 
3-8pm – Texas 
Roadhouse Fundraiser 

 10am – Bible Study 
w/Judy 
6:30pm – Vespers 
7:15pm – Church Council 

10am Bible Study w/ 
Pastor Stacey 
7pm Choir Rehearsal 

  

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
8 & 10:45am Services 
9:15am – Pastor 
Appreciation Brunch 
9:30am Adult Sunday 
School 

 7pm – Finance Ctte 10am – Bible Study 
w/Judy 
6:30pm – Vespers 
 

10am Bible Study w/ 
Pastor Stacey 
7pm Choir Rehearsal 

  

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
8 & 10:45am Services 
9:30am Adult Sunday 
School 
9:30am Confirmation 
Information Session (at 
church & on Zoom) 

  10am – Bible Study 
w/Judy 
6:30pm - Vespers 

10am Bible Study w/ 
Pastor Stacey 
7pm Choir Rehearsal 

  

31       
8 & 10:45am Services 
9:30am Adult Sunday 
School 
12:00pm – Children’s 
Halloween celebration 

      

8:00am Service is in-person in the Chapel.  10:45am Service is in-person in the Sanctuary and on Zoom.  Zoom: https://us04web.zoom.us/j/72121826008 





 


